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Course Outline & Detalls

Course Objective

The Advanced Certificate in Vocabulary Acquisition in ESL
Teaching equips educators with specialized, practical strategies to
teach vocabulary effectively, fostering student engagement, fluency, and
comprehension.

Through a blend of evidence-based theories and hands-on activities,
participants will learn to design dynamic, play-based lessons that cater
to diverse ESL learners, from beginners to advanced.

Course Features
e Practical Strategies: Hands-on activities and practical tips, such as
role-plays, games, and tool-integrated lessons, designed for
immediate classroom application.
o Certification: Earn a certificate upon passing the final assessment
e Global Relevance: Tailored for ESL educators worldwide, with
strategies adaptable to diverse classroom settings

Course Assessment

The assessment for the course consists of one multi-
guestion assignment. The assignment is designed to
evaluate the participants' understanding and
application of the course concepts and strategies.

Successful completion and passing of all task(s) are
required to be eligible for the digital Certificate of
Completion.




Course Outline & Detalls

Course Structure

The course will be divided into 5 main units, structured in a way so that
you can learn specialized, practical strategies to teach vocabulary
effectively, fostering student engagement, fluency, and comprehension.
Each unit will cover a different component.

You are encouraged to complete the course material before attempting
the Assessment Task(s).

The course units:

Unit 1: Principles of Vocabulary Acquisition

Unit 2: Contextual and Thematic Vocabulary Teaching
Unit 3: Interactive and Play-Based Vocabulary Activities
Unit 4: Tool-Enhanced Vocabulary Instruction

Unit 5: Assessing and Adapting Vocabulary Lessons
Sample Lesson Plan

Assessment Task

Instructions for submission of Assessment Task(s) will be written at the
session.

Let's begin!




Unit 1: Principles of Vocabulary Acquisition

1.1 Introduction to Vocabulary Acquisition

Vocabulary Acquisition (VA), or sometimes known as Lexical
Development, is the process by which learners develop knowledge of
words and phrases, enabling effective communication, comprehension,
and fluency in a language.

In ESL contexts, vocabulary is a critical driver of proficiency, directly
impacting students’ ability to read, write, speak, and listen.

frequency words for basic communication and 8,000-9,000 for academic
success.

This unit explores the theories and principles behind VA, providing a
foundation for designing impactful lessons that empower students in
diverse classroom settings, from young learners in playgroups to adults in
multilingual environments.




Unit 1: Principles of Vocabulary Acquisition

1.2 Key Theories of Vocabulary Acquisition

Three foundational theories inform effective vocabulary teaching in ESL
education:

Krashen’s Input Hypothesis

Nation’s Four Strands

Incidental vs. Intentional

Learning




Unit 1: Principles of Vocabulary Acquisition

1.2.1 Krashen’s Input Hypothesis

Stephen Krashen’s Input Hypothesis (1985) posits that learners acquire
language, including vocabulary, through exposure to comprehensible
input—language slightly above their current proficiency level (i+1). For
vocabulary, this means presenting new words in meaningful contexts
where students can infer meanings from cues like visuals or familiar

words.

+1

Current Language Level Current Language Level

What the Student knows What the Teacher should
provide

Implication for Teaching: Introduce vocabulary through engaging,
contextual activities, such as a story about a “market visit” to teach
shopping-related terms. Pair new words with visuals or gestures to ensure

comprehension.

Example: For beginner learners, read a short story about a family
shopping trip, highlighting words like “buy,” “store,” and “price,” with
accompanying visuals and gestures, so that your students can make
associations.




Unit 1: Principles of Vocabulary Acquisition

1.2.2 Nation’s Four Strands
Paul Nation’s Four Strands framework (2001) advocates a balanced
approach to vocabulary learning:

Meaning-focused Output: Learners produce language (speaking
and writing) to express ideas, such as giving presentations or writing
essays, emphasizing communication over perfection.

1
\2,

O
N



Unit 1: Principles of Vocabulary Acquisition

Implications for Teaching:

Balance these strands in lessons. For example, introduce “travel
vocabulary” through a reading passage (input), a role-play at an airport
(output), flashcards (language-focused), and a timed dialogue practice
(fluency).

Example:

Create a lesson where students read a travel blog, discuss it in pairs,
study 5 key words with flashcards, and practice a quick dialogue about
booking a flight.




